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Hi* Word
This day week will present to the

people of this city an opportunity of
choosing a manikin or a man to be
the Chief Magistrate of the greatest
municipal corporation in the world
.an opportunity of deciding for or
against the safety of life and prop¬
erty» for or against ignorance, for
or against corruption in government,
for or against graft, for or against
decency, for or against a reduction
of the oppressive cost of living, for
or against higher taxation, for or

against an adequate school system,
for or against the meanness of fos¬
tering class feeling, for or against
the exploitation of the poor, for or

ngainst Hearftism and all it implies,
for >r against further spoliation by
Tammany Hall and its plundering
bosses, for or against civic righteous¬
ness!

This day week will be Election
Day, and never in the long history
of Neu York has there been one

fraught with such consequences for
good or ill. Upon its event will turn
the city's future for a generation, if
not a longer time.

In view of the past four years of
Hylanism, where would New York be
at the tnd of four more?
On the eve of this election, re¬

sponding to the wires of Hearst and
Murphy, Hylan, the manikin, prom¬
ises all things to all men.anything
that he thinks, or rather that they
think, will catch an unwary vote.
He is for all the things that the self-
respecting citizenry of the town de¬
sire to see established in the life of
New York.
Hylan is for a reduction of taxes,

meaning thereby a reduction in
rentals.a reduction in the high cost
of living and an alleviation of the
burdens that oppress the poor. Four
years ago he wa3 for a reduction of
taxes.

Said he, promising then, as now,
all things to all men:

"There is something wrong about
a government that bas so advanced
its tax rate that people cannot afford
to own real estate."
That was Hylan's promise. What

has been his performance?
In the four years since Hearst and

Murphy put him in office taxes have
increased $109,662,573.41. That is
65 per cent over the preceding ad¬
ministration. That means if you
own your own home you are paying
to-day $165 in taxes, as against $100
four years ago. That means if you
are a rentpaycr that in that increase
lies the key to your higher rent and
the justification of the profiteers
who have been exploiting you.
And what has led to this increase

in taxation? Hylanism. The cost
of government under its control and
its wasteful, ignorant influence has
jumped from $833,000,000 in 1917
to $1,217,000,000 in 1921. That is
an increase of 46 per cent!
New York has achieved a billion-

dollar Mayor! And what are his
promises worth? What is his word
worth? Will you take it? William
Travers Jerome says Goslin did.

Kemal Makes Peace With France
The Turkish Nationalist govern¬

ment has ratified the treaty with
France which it rejected last spring
in a fit of megalomania, caused by
the victories over Constantine's
armies. The second Constantine of¬
fensive, which came to a stop only
thirty or forty miles west of Angora,
and which greatly taxed Mustapha
Kemal'a resources, gave him some¬

thing to think about. He had been
trying to fight Greece and at the
same time to turn a cold shoulder to
France and Great Britain, against
whose advice Greece was making
war on him.
Mustapha decided that many ene¬

mies are a luxury, as the Germans
also found out to their sorrow. He
has accepted the liberal terms which
Paris offered him, for the French,
too, are weary of the high cost of
maintaining an army in Syr"ia.
France abandons any territorial
claims in Cilicia and also returns to
the Turks a strip from the Mediter-
ranian Sea east to the Tigris.north
of the Bagdad railroad.which the
Treaty of Sèvres awarded to her. In
exchange the French receive eco¬

nomical concessions in the eastern
Anatolian provinces.
A treaty with Great Britain, «a«.

tablishing the boundaries of Kurdi¬
stan and Armenia, would put Kemal
in a position to recover much of the
ground now held in western Asia
Minor by the Greeks. Constantino
is seeking French and British aid.
He wants Paris and London to
financo the wax which he has been
carrying on against their wishes.
His effrontery is still magnificent.
But if tha Allies liquidate Greece's
venture in Asia Minor they will
probably be prudent enough to elim¬
inate Tino aa a beneficiary. The
Asian war has lastt&d long enough.
Greece and the Anatolian state are
both exhausted. It is now mainly a
question which of them will'join first
with France and Great Britain in
modifying and then enforcing the
Treaty of Sèvres.

Lockwood Versus Craig
The part taken by Senator Lock-

wood in protecting the renters of
New York from extortion is known
to every tenant family. The saving
to the public he effected is not capa¬
ble of exact statement, but it is prob¬
able that except for his zealous and
intelligent labors the average tenant
of the city would be paying 10 per
cent more than he now pays.

Investment in Senator Lockwood
has richly paid the public. He is
n '- one of those promisers who think
their duty is done when they ver¬

bally assail the "interests" and then
do nothing to correct abuses.

But aside from the housing mat¬
ter there is another reason why Sen¬
ator Lockwood rather than his op-
ponent, Mr. Craig, should be elected
Comptroller of New York, with three
votes on the vital Board of Estimate
and Apportionment. This reason is
the fact that Mr. Craig is by temper¬
ament an obstructionist. Witness
the fate of the Riverside improve¬
ment-

After great labor, participated in
by a number of city administrations,
an agreement was perfected under
which Death Avenue was to cease

mangling and killing, Riverside Park
to be enlarged, the tracks of the New
York-Central placed under ground,
public access given to the North
River's edge, and the city given a
modern freight terminal that would
lower the cost of doing business and
thus the cost of living. Mr. Craig
ignorantly scrapped the undertak¬
ing. He talked vaporously of some¬

thing better. In fact he had noth¬
ing to suggest. A golden oppor¬
tunity was lost that is not likely to
come again.

If Senator Lockwood was a good
investment for the public Mr. Craig
was a bad one. And as matured
men tend to continue to be what
they are, it may be predicted that
Mr. Craig would do no better in the
next four years than 1 \ has done in
the last.

The Chinese Problem
In his remarks to the China So-

ciety B. Lenox-Simpson, widely
known under his writing name of
Putnam Wcale, adviser to the Chi¬
nese government, attacked the Chi-
nese problem whose consideration
is to occupy the attention of the
Washington conference from rather
a new approach.

His solution of the complicated
issue, overburdened as it is with
confusing detail, is simple. He
would equip China to defend herself.
Pie thinks if this were done her
weaknesses would cease to trouble
the world and her future could be
left to the natural development of
events. The defense he has in mind
is not militaristic, would not
imply the attainment of equipoise
by an armed China facing an

armed Japan, but by establishing
economic freedom based on prin¬
ciples hardly susceptible to chal¬
lenge.

First, he would have the nations
represented at Washington agree
that China should have control of
her interior communications. With
China master of her internal des¬
tiny, and no outside nation in con¬
trol of her rivers and lines of rail¬
way, he believes that particular
questions relating to ports and the
ocean littoral would in the end set¬
tle themselves.

Second, he would have China pos-
sess a tariff autonomy like that en-

joyed by all other nations. As
things are, Chinese tariffs are fixed
by commercial treaties with fifteen
states. Even when it is generally
admitted that changes are desirable
it is necessary to get fifteen na¬
tions to agree.something always
difficult and often impossible.

Third, he would have a common
cancellation of the leaseholds which
now exist. Russia was forced out
of the Liao-tung Peninsula, Japan
succeeding to Russia's title, and
during the World War Germany
was expelled from Kiae-chau, Japan
succeeding to the title. Great
Britain has a base at Wei-hai-wei.
As to this last named lease the Brit¬
ish government, on September 7
last, indicated its willingness to can¬

cel it provided other powers will in
like manner re-cede, and further in¬
dicated t?jat Great Britain is pre¬
pared to take the initiative by pro¬
posing this to the Washington con¬
ference.

Fourth, Mr. Simpson would have
some modification (although he
does not stress this proposal) of the
extraterritorial powers now exer¬
cised by consular courts. This he
holds should not be done at one
blow, for China at present lacks
courts in which foreigners can re-

pose confidence, but perhaps a be¬
ginning can be made.
The program is an ambitious one

and will, of course, meet with power¬
ful opposition. But it is difficult to
see how China's problem can be
solved as long as China does not
have national rights similar to those
possessed'by other nations. To the
open door principle must be joined,
it would seem, something that will
automatically keep the door open.

A Singular Delusion
One of the queerest delusions

with regard to the Washington con¬
ference is that under which "The
World" seems to be laboring. It said
last Sunday:

"The Washington conference in it¬
self la a monument to the force of
public opinion, for it was literally
imposed on a reluctant Administra¬
tion by the force of popular senti¬
ment. When Senator Borah intro¬
duced his resolution and 'The World'
began its disarmament campaign tha
Administration did not intend ta do
anything except obstruct. When it
was finally compelled to surrender it
went far beyond the Borah resolu¬
tion and opened up not only the en¬
tire question of armament but the
entire question of the Pacific and the
Far East."
The President's hand wasn't forced

by any one. The holding of an in¬
ternational conference to discuss
limitation of armament was always
an essential part of Mr. Harding's
foreign policy. Such a move was
determined upon by the President
before he took the oath of office. It
was freely discussed at Marion in
the interval between election and
inauguration. The way had been
cleared for it in Mr. Harding's cam¬

paign speeches.
It may be that "The World" never

suspected this. Mr. Borah probably
knew better, since he was in touch
with otru r Senators who could have
told him what was in the President's
mind. The theory that Mr. Harding
was hostile to the conference and
sought to obstruct the Borah reso¬
lution because he didn't want to call
a conference rests in a complete
misunderstanding of the situation, jIf the President objected at all to
Mr. Borah's resolution it was be-
cause he considered it too limited in j
scope. He preferred a conference
.not confined to three powers only !
.in which the underlying obstacles
to the limitation of armament. j
especially of naval armament.
could be dealt with and through
which the United States could re-

sume those concert relations with
the other major powers which had
been broken off by the maladroitness
of the Wilson diplomacy.

It may have suited the Adminis¬
tration's pxtrposes that "The World"
and Mr. Borah should take it for
granted that in suppocting a confer¬
ence they were a-rTÍagonizing it.
The more supporters for the confer- j
once project the better. But it is
a grotesque misreading of the facts J
to hold that the President was
coerced by outside«linto doing what
even before entering the White
House he had underlined among the
things of first importance which he
intended to do.

Second Hand
Joseph P. Tumulty's almost identic

repetition in his "Woodrow Wilson
Disclosed" of George Creel's version
of the General Wood incident in
"The War, the World and Wilson"
is quite too bald to be artful
plagiarism, even if the ostensible
author were to be suspected of that,
From this sample, however, of Mr.
Tumulty's literary ware it must be
admitted that, as was said of Dis-
raeli, he has "extraordinary power
of appropriating phrases of others."
The acknowledgment of indebted-
ness which he says he is to make in
the^ preface to his volume will not be
out of piace, even if belated.

It is disappointing to be served
with a warmed-over dish of what
were expected to be "revelations."
Mr. Tumulty was in the swim, his
craft was anchored where the fish-
ing was the best. He ought to have
been able to exhibit some shining
beauties from his own creel.

If Mr. Tumulty hadn't denied that
he took his expressions from a
Sinaitic memorandum it would bq
oasy to believe that both he and
Kir. Creel had carbon copies of the
General Wood story from a certain
distinguished typewriter and each
could truthfully say: "I tell the tale
as 'twas told to me."

Perversion of Names
An admonitory example of the

persistent perversion of names and
other words was cited the other
day by Mr. W. T. Hornaday in a
letter to The Tribune. The case in
point was that of Mussel Shoals, in jthe Tennessee River, now and for
some years past called "Muscle"'
Shoals. It is true, as another
correspondent pointed out, that
"Muscle" is the name to be seen

'

on signboards at the place in ques-
tion; it is also found on maps and!
in gazetteers, and Mr. Hornaday's
fear is well founded that it is offi¬
cially used by the United States
government. There can be no

question, however, that "Mussel"
is correct, referring to the shell¬
fish found on the . shoals, and
that "Muscle" is wrong, since it
could have no conceivable applica¬
tion to the shoals.

This perversion probably had its
origin in somebody's ignorance of
the proper spelling of "mussel."
It is really surprising to note the

reudIncas with which such errors
are adopted and maintained in gen¬
eral use. Other perversions are

deliberately made, auch as the mis¬
calling of Wood's Hole, on the
Massachusetts coast. For years, on
the snobbish principle that '"hole"
sounded too common and vulgar, it
was written and printed Wood's
"Holl," and in one well-known
gazetteer it figures as Wood's
"HilL"
These corruptions add nothing to

simplicity, brevity, euphony or any
; purpose for which modification of
[language Is justifiable. They are
purely gratuitous. The great evil
of them is that they belie, conceal
or destroy the real significance of
names and other words. They

! ought to be earnestly resisted, not
merely by literary purists and styl-I ists, but by all who value English
speech as a practical, accurate and
businesslike vehicle of expression.

Jerome Wasn't Asleep
His Former Secretary Explains How

a Photograph Was "Faked"
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: In yesterday's Tribune "X. Y."
laments tho time fifteen years ago when
his loyalty, Abandoned by both infor-

I mation and judgment, had single-
handed to rally the kids of his gang to
the support of District Attorney Je¬
rome, who had been depicted by one of
tho hostile newspupers asleep at his
desk. "X. Y." asseverates "I even said
the picture was faked, although I did
not think ao." I can assure him that
his heart was wiser than his bead.
There was such a picture. It was a

photograph. It was faked. If he still
haa a copy of that picture I can tell
him how to prove it to himself.
Let him look at the clock on the Dis-

trict Attorney's desk, showing a little
¡to one side of his feet. Ho will see
that the time at which tho photograph
was taken was something like 6:30, an
hour entirely ouside of office hours,
whether a. m. or p. m. Besides, he
may notice that the cigarette Mr. Je¬
rome holds in his right hand has not
yet gone out.
The fact is that photograph was

taken a couple of years before it was
used. One evening during his first ad-!
ministration Mr. Jerome stayed at the
office with some of his staff long after
5 o'clock, the regular closing time, to
finish up some work. At last the work
was done. Mr. Jerome stuck his feet up
on his desk and relaxed into general
conversation and story-telling. An
itinerant photographer came wandering
in. He asked permission to take a pho¬
tograph of the District Attorney. Mr.
Jerome gave the permission, telling
him to put his camera up and to
let him know when he was ready. In
a few minutes the photographer asked
Mr. Jerome if he might take him as
he was, with his feet up on his desk.
Obliging as ever, Mr. Jerome again
consented. The photograph was taken.
Later the photographer sold the nega¬

tive to the aforesaid hostile newspaper.
It was put in storage. After a couple
of years, when,the owner of the news¬
paper had turned against Jerome, anx¬
ious to misrepresent the District At¬
torney in any way it could, the news¬
paper dug this photograph up and clev¬
erly blackened out the eyes on the
negative with a lead pencil, thus very
effectually closing them and putting the
District Attorney to sleep at his desk
Then the newspaper published it, larg«
size, on the front page, without an3
verbal mendacity. But it forgot th<
clock and the cigarette»
The incident occurred before I be

came the secretary of the District At
torney's office. But I have a copy o
the picture and I was told about th<
taking of the photograph not long aftc
its publication, by Alfred Hodder, sec
retary during the first five years of th«
Jerome administrations, and by Dai
Coffey, "of the 6th Ward," chief attend
ant during the entire eight years, bot!
of whom knew about it personally. S
cheer up, "X. Y.," and resume you
faith!

WILLIAM CHAUNCY LANGDON.
Bronxville, N. Y., Oct. 31, 1921.

For Hylan to Answer
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: There are several questions
which Mayor Hylan ehould be called
on to answer for the benefit of those
of us who served in the World War,
Why is it his "pleasure" to welcome

and give the freedom of our city to
all tho Sinn Féiners who come here,
representing those who opposed the
principles for which we "did our bit,"
while it is only his "duty" to extend
the same courtesy to Earl Beatty, hero
of Jutland and commander of the Grand
Fleet, with which our own fleet served?
Why does he extend lavish welcome

to all the Germans who happen to come
here for one reason or another?
Why should he be permitted to intro¬

duce the five-cent fare into the parade
of welcome for Marshal Foch, Gen¬
eralissimo of the Allied forces?
The veterans are citizens with votes

and have a right to have these ques¬
tion's answered.

WILLIAM NEWMAN CHEW.
Brooklyn, Oct. 29, 1921.

City Hall Economy?
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Once upon a time a certain rail¬
road doing a suburban business wanted
to increase commutation rates because,
it said, it was losing money, and to
illustrate its extreme poverty it hit
upon a bright idea. It saved some¬
thing like $10 a day by ceasing to
have car windows cleaned. This showed
an economy where every passenger
could see it. After a week or so the
only passengers able to read on the
trains were those sitting immediately
next the windows.

I wonder if some of the railroad's
bright young men who thought out
this clever exhibition of economy are
now in the employ of New York City?!
The appearance of the City Hall, par¬
ticularly the columns, leaves room for
this suspicion. How many scatä for
.scholars »1% maintained on this great
economy? J. E. S.
New York, Oct. 3Í, 1921.

The Conning Tower
AUTUMN INTERLUDE

A LL night the tree» would keep
Sighing, and then anco more fall
hutmed;

As sleeper« stir and, er« they wholly
wake,

Tarn once again to sleep.
Thin, reeky acuda would taïe
Across a ragged moon. When day be¬

gan to break,
These fitful shapes, as at a signal,

rushed
Together; and in a start
The long, chill fingers of the rain
Came searching at the pan«
Like ghosts of old grief searching at

the heart.
And so that day we bade the sunshine

spring
Forth from Its prison ia the cloven

pine;
And brought Jata rosea and tendrils

gay that cling
To tumbled walls and round young

elm-stock3 twine;
And read of things veracious authors

say
Once happened, long ago and very far

away. G. S. B.

"Horace wrote a poem many centuries
ago, entitled 'Ad Romanoffs,'" writes
Mr. Arthur Brisbane In The American.
But probably he means the sixth ode
of the third book of Mawruss, whose
philippics against the Romanoffs are

history.

Our second guess is that Mr. Bris¬
bane is that dangerous type, the busy
journalist; and that he dictates his
stuff and hasn't tima to read his own

proofs.

"Escapes from ETerything.Houdini"
P. P. A.: For a number of years I

played the various Dime Museums of
America and have often sat at the table
with Unthan, the legless wonder, who
would pass me the sugar, and the fat
lady, Big Alice, would oblingingly nit
at the edge of the table so as to give
poor little Emma Shallcr, the ossified
girl, plenty of room.

Jonathan Bass, who was announced
as his own living headstone, did not
become the cemetery ornament he
threatened to be.

Bluo Eagle, the man who broke
boards over his head to show the
solidity of his cranium, is running an

embroidery shop in New Jersey.
Mexican Billy Wells, who had cobble¬

stones broken on his head, is soliciting
for a photograph gallery.

Billy Diamond, the great hypnotic
subject for the Kennedy Brothers and
Stanton, died about a year ago and in
his last letter to me said that diving
on concrete floors in Dime Museums
was not beneficial to his body and that
all the tests he had undergone at the
hands of the hypnotists had under¬
mined his health.
At the old Moore's Museum, Colonel

Goahen, the giant, was so tall that I
was always afraid he would look over
the top of my cabinet and see how my
tricks were performed. In those days
I did not have sense enough to put a

cover to the cabinet.
I was what is known as a working4

act and was supposed to entertain the
spectators while the freaks were wait¬
ing for their performance.
On the other hand, I gave forty-four

3hows at Kohl and Middleton's in Chi¬
cago, and Walter Stuart, the legless
and armless wonder, had an argument
with F. D. King, the greatest paper
tearer of this generation, who to show
he was on good term» with tho audi¬
ence used to sell them a waterproof
blacking. These two men had a fight
as to who had to do the hardest work.
Ben Turpin, the cross-eyed hero of

the movies, played at the Chicago Mu¬
seum, and he was then as now a hap¬
py-go-lucky actor.
To me the only inconsistent thing

was the lecturer with his "remember."
Old Hutch, of Cook, Austin and Stone
(Boston), would eulogize you to the
skies if you gave him a tip.
When it came to introducing yours

truly Langdon, of Huber's Fourteenth
Street Museum, would say: "Your at¬
tention towards this end of tho hall!
Here you will find a clever young man;.
he will mystify you if he ca-», escapes
from everything, makes no bluffs.
Houdim, look at him, the king of hand¬
cuffs." HOUDINI.

If there is a long white space pre¬
ceding this paragraph, it will occasion
us no surprise. We stuck a Houdini
contribution there last night, and by
this morning it may have escaped from
The Tower.

When the Rev. Percy Stickney Grant
says editors don't write what they
think but what they are told to write
he is wrong, at least in the only in¬
stance we know all about. Tho editor
of this Dome of Delight writes what
he thinks, if any, but only because no¬

body around the office will tell him
what to write. The best wa get when
we ask anybody what to write »bout is
"About a column"; or "something in
your own inimical style."

Among Speaker Gillett's objections
to the printing of Representative Blan-
ton's speech was that it would "be read
by men and women and, worst of all,
children." Suggestion to Donald Ogden
Stewart: How about a Bedtime- Story
for the "tots" who read The Con¬
gressional Record?

Yesterday The Boss got a letter from
Bloomficld, N. J., suggesting that the
editor of The Conning Tower be dis-1,
charged for lack of originality. The
Boss says if the letter writer could
emit as original an idea as that every
day the job is his.

-

It may fascinate Mr. Hugh Wiley to
learn that the name of our cat, Mlstah,
has been changed to Mistah Vitus
Marsden. Because, Cap'n Hugh, yes
suh, he sho' is a Wilecat.

"History," says Heriry Ford, "is'
bunk." Which is what we tried to tell
Professor Earl Wilbur Dow, of the
University of Michigan, in November,
1809; hut all he gave us wa« a condi¬
tion. F. P. A.

NOTICE: DONT START ANYTHING WITHOUT THE CONSENJ
OF THE GOVERNED
cnmtkt, 1MI.IW1«"11"""'_

Sober Facts From Greene County
Court Records Do Not Indicate That the Catskill Region Has

Been on a Spree, Nor Do Bank Deposits
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: A recent issue of The Tribune
contains a lengthy letter written by a
local resident who signs his name,
the letter appearing under the caption
"Greene County on a Spree."
, The letter in question does not pre¬
sent facts that can be verified. Greene
County is not, and has not, been on a
spree, as the many thousand residents
of greater New York who spent the
summer months here can testify.
The records of the Supreme Court

of Greene County show seventeen con¬
victions in 1919, of which four were
for violation of liquor tax laws, one
for blackmail, four for burglary, four
for larceny, two for robbery, one for
abduction and one for rape.
For M)20 there were twelve convic¬

tions in the same court, including eight
for violation of liquor tax law, one for
forgery, one for burglary, one for re¬

ceiving stolen property and one for
grand larceny.
During the present year there have

been ten convictions, of which five
were for violation of liquor tax laws,
one for grand larceny, one for main¬
taining slot machines, two for burglary
and one for assault.
As compared with 1919, the figures

for 1921 show a decrease of 70 per
cent in crimes brought before the Su¬
preme Court.
Police courts and justice of the

peace records on file in the Greene
County Clerk-sofnee slow twenty-three
«sotriictions in the county during 1919,
of which three were for violation of
the highway and motor vehicle laws,
four for vagrancy, four for assault and
battery, one for public^intoxication, five
for petty larceny, one for violation of
state conservation law, one for cruelty
to animals, one for disorderly conduct,
one for carrying firearms, one foi
maintaining public nuisance and one

for poisoning animals.
During 1920 the records show sev

enty-four convictions, as follows: Vio¬
lation of highway and motor vehicle
laws, 54; vagrancy, 2; cruelty to ani
mais, 1; assault and battery, 4; viola
tion of liquor tax law, 0; public in
toxication, 0; disorderly conduct, 2;
petty larceny, 3; grand larceny, 1:
juvenile delinquency, 1; violation o:

educational law, 1 ; malicious mischief
1; frequenting house of ill fame, 1;
malicious injury, 1; keeping slot ma

chines, 1; public sports on Sunday, 1.
For the period from January 1 t«

October 20, 1921, the records show 5,
convictions, of which 28 were for vio
lation of the motor and vehicle laws,
for vagrancy, 5 for cruelty to animals
2 for assault and battery, 2 for viola
tion of liquor tax, law, none for publi«
intoxication, 3 for violation of genera
business law, 1 for stealing fruit, 2 fo
disorderly conduct, 4 for misdemeanor
and 1 for trespassing.
The above records are from the file

of the County Clerk's Office at Cats
kill and have been verified by the Cler
of Greene County. They show prett
conclusively that instead of going o
a spree, as indicated by the letter il
The Tribune, Greene County, police«
by local officers and state troopers, ha
for a county with a resident popula
tion of 30,000 people and a Bummer pop
ulation of nearly 200,000 on vacation
from greater New York a pretty clea
record in the matter of public intoxi
cation. During three years there ha
been one arrest for public intoxi
cation in a county where the fee sya
tent, based on arrest» and trials, ia a
incentive to make arrests.
The increase in the number of case

in justices' court is due entirely to th

violations of the highway laws, which
in 1919 totaled three, in 1920 fifty-four,
and up to October 20, this year, twenty-
eight, this increase being due to the
increase in the number of automobiles
conveying passengers to the summer
resorts in Greene County and the in¬
crease in tourist travel to the Cats-
kills.

In 1919 two hundred automobiles
carried summer visitors from here to
points in the Catskills. In 1920 375
automobiles were engaged in the same
business and this year 580 automobiles
were needed to carry the nearly ten
thousand people who came to Greene
County in excess of the number who
came here last season. With such an
increase in automobile traffic there was
necessarily an increase in this form of
law violation.
No county in the state has been more

prosperous than Greene County, which
is devoted pretty generally to agri¬
culture and the entertainment of vaca¬
tionists. With bank deposits in a pe¬
riod of general business depression
showing an increase of more than a

million dollars over the preceding year
and an increase of nearly ten thousand
in the number of vacationists here dur¬
ing the summer, there is little indica¬
tion of a county being on a spree.

RICHARP 8. BARRETT,
President Catskill Camber of Com¬

merce and Greene County Asso¬
ciation.

CHAMPLIN CLARKE,
President Catskill Merchants Asso¬

ciation.
Catskill, N. Y., Oct. 28, 1921.

"The First Department Store"
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: You not* in an editorial that
Duxbury, Mass., claims the first de¬
partment store.Ford's store, which
recently burned down.
The first department store, as that

term is generally understood, was, I
believe, that of Joseph O'Brien & Co.,
Atlantic Avenue, Brooklyn. In 18Ö3
Joseph O'Brien, Julius Meyer and Ed¬
ward Capen formed a partnership and
opened a strictly dry goods store at
155 Atlantic Avenue. In 1867 the build¬
ings, 151 to 159, were bought. Th«
next year a system of accounting was

devised for nineteen separate depart¬
ments to show whether they individu¬
ally were profitable or otherwise and
enable the firm justly to award a por¬
tion of the profits to the heads of
those department who earned them'.

In 1876 Meyer and Capen retired.
Men's and boys' clothing, men's cus¬
tom tailoring, dressmaking, upholstery,
shoo and furniture departments were
added in the order named during the
next five, years, and a yearly business
of nearly a million was reached in
1883.
In 1884 the Brooklyn Bridge was

opened, diverting t'.e retail business to
Fulton Street. The dry goods depart¬
ments were closed out in 1888 and the
last of the other departments in 1901.
The delivery outfit consisted of about

fifteen bundle boys and three hors>e»
and wagons, one a furniture truck.
New York. Odt. 27. 1921. J.

Mail Van Protection
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Why not make mail vans of
sheet iron ? Lock the van before it
starts out, keep the key at the point of
departure and have another key at the
end of the route. Armed guards would
not be necessary. L, S, B.
New York, Oct. 28, 1921.

! Use for College Training
Social Work to Take Up Spare Tira«

of Women Gi aduates
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: There has been considerable
verbal and written "huffing and ; nfff
ing" for some time on the subject of
the worthwhileness of a college eda«
cation.does it make one a more de«
sirable member of society, etc.? 16
seems to me that perhaps the best way
of testing a college education is to
put it to work. I also think that those
who have had what I prejudicedly be¬
lieve to be the "advantage of a college
education" have a moral obligation to
put their training to work.
There must be many college grada«

ates in New York who feel as I did
last year. What could I do that war
worth while with my spare time?
Because I found a solution that was

very satisfactory to me I want to pais
it on.

! Last year, when the Charity Organi¬
zation Society at 105 East Twcntjr-
second Street asked for volunteers
who would give at least fourteen hours
a week to social work, I applied. I was

put to work in the Gramercy d
and it would be hard for me to describe

\ the fascination of the work. I suppose
the reason for it was that one was

dealing not with theories and conimit-
tee discussions, but directly with pco-
pie, and therefore with life itself. I
learned much through this practical

| experience, and the course in "Prin-
ciplcs of Social Work," which waa

given these volunteers, helped us won«

derfully to understand the philosophy
behind the work we were doing. For¬
tunately, the samo opportunity is be¬
ing repeated this year, and Miss Clare
Tousley (Gramercy -106Ö ) will give
details to those v ho are interested.
The course starts November 7.
To me this opportunity presents a

big challenge to the alumna with spare
time, to prove the something-mora-
than-culturai results of her four years
of collegiate worV.
KATHARINE WELLES BARBER,

Vassar 'IB
New York, Oct. 28, a."A.

Escaping the Sales Tax
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Senator Edge, of New Jersey, ad¬
vocates the adoption of a sales tax on
the ground that it is in reality a vol¬
untary tax. "No one," he says, "has to

pay it unless ho wants to, by purchas¬
ing." This will be good news to the
hundred million consumers who haff
been worrying over the prospect ol
having to pay higher prices because of
the proposed tax on consumption, trat
would add at least a billion dollars to
the cost of merchandise bought each
year.

All that the people who buy things
will have to do in order to evade the
sales tax will be to stop purchasing, a;

explained by Senator Edge. What thi
merchants of the country, who have
been complaining of what is termed
"the buyers' strike," will think of this
brilliant suggestion remains to be seen,

Just hdw the adoption of a tax pol¬
icy that will discourage buying will
promote trade t.nd relieve unemploy¬
ment is not exactly clear, but Senr^oi
Edge deserves credit for suggesting a

tax that nobody need .p;ty, so long as

he abstains from the pernicious habit
of buying goods.

WHIDDEN GRAHAM.
New York, Oct. 30, 1921.

Too Professional
{Totti >í.v .'y TUnee

The date for the communist revolu¬
tion l'A England passed without th«
revolution showing up, which ii
usually the case with revolutions cos-
ducted by the professionals.


